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THREE CHIMNEYS
The Idea is Excellence.

Two SKY MESA Colts Entered
for Today’s $70,000 San Pedro S.

LIFE IS SWEET IN EL ENCINO
   Life is Sweet (Storm Cat), a full sister to champion
juvenile filly Sweet Catomine, powered to the lead in
upper stretch and put away favored Country Star (Em-
pire Maker) at midstretch before drawing clear to a 
2 1/2-length triumph in yesterday=s GII El Encino S. at
Santa Anita. Life is Sweet was allowed to settle off the

pace as longshot Czechers (In-
dian Charlie) cut out fractions
of :23.16, :46.47 and
1:10.52. As the pacesetter
began to tire, a swarm of chal-
lengers materialized. Country
Star took a slim lead in upper
stretch, but was soon over-
whelmed by Life is Sweet,
who took charge with author-

ity and drew clear to the wire. AI was back a little fur-
ther than I wanted to be going to the first turn,@ ex-
plained winning rider Garrett Gomez. ADown the back-
side, my filly was off the bridle, nice and relaxed. At
the half mile pole, I was looking for someone to follow,
but it seemed like no one was moving forward. Going
to the three eighths, I decided to follow [Jose] Valdivia
[aboard Ginger Pop] and he was about five or six
lengths in front of me. By the eighth pole, she had
inhaled the whole field and she stayed on her left lead,
so she=s still learning. It=s nice to know there=s more left
in the tank.@ Cont. p2   

EL ENCINO S.-GII, $150,000, SAX, 1-18, 4yo, f, 
1 1/16m (AWT), 1:41 1/5, ft.
1--#@LIFE IS SWEET, 115, f, 4, by Storm Cat

1st Dam: Sweet Life (SW & GISP, $223,486), by Kris S.
2nd Dam: Symbolically, by Flying Paster
3rd Dam: Hail to the Queen, by Native Royalty

   O/B-Pam and Martin Wygod (KY); T-John A Shirreffs;
   J-Garrett K Gomez; $90,000. Lifetime Record:
   8-3-2-0, $240,810. *Full to Sweet Catomine, Ch.
   2yo Filly, MGISW, $1,059,600. Werk Nick Rating: A.
   Click for the eNicks report and 5-cross pedigree.
2--Country Star, 117, f, 4, Empire Maker--Rings a
   Chime, by Metfield. O-Darley Stable; B-Stonerside
   Stable (KY); T-Robert J Frankel; $30,000.
3--Miss Singhsix (Ire), 117, f, 4, Singspiel (Ire)--
   Whatamiss, by Miswaki. (i14,000 yrl '06 GOFDEC).
   O-Highfield Stock Farm, LGL Racing & Team Valor
   International; B-J O'Connor (Ire); T-P Gallagher; $18,000.
Margins: 2HF, 3, HD. Odds: 3.70, 1.20, 7.50.
Also Ran: Ginger Pop, Accopela Choir, Step Softly (GB),
Christmas Ship, Magger Bags, Czechers, Love to Si-
phon. Scratched: Foxy Danseur, Lethal Heat. 

HER GAME FACE ON
   Game Face (Menifee) returned to the track and dis-
tance of her seven-length win in last year=s GII Old Hat
S., and came away with a confident 2 3/4-length tri-
umph in yesterday=s GIII First Lady S. at Gulfstream
Park. The 7-5 favorite recovered from a slow start to
stalk pacesetting Any Limit (Limit Out) through frac-
tions of :22.63, :45.69 and :57.90. She took charge in

upper stretch and quickly
put the result beyond ques-
tion as she easily strode
clear to complete the six
furlongs in 1:10.57. AThe
field went off fast and I just
stayed back waiting for my
chance,@ explained winning
jockey John Velazquez. AI let
them go because I knew
sooner or later she was go-

ing to respond. She loves races like this--coming off the
pace. When I really asked her to give me more around
the turn, she did the rest.@ Winning trainer Todd
Pletcher added, AWe=ve been looking forward to running
her in this race for some time. We knew from last year
that she loves the track. I was a little concerned when
she got pinched back a little at the break, but she was
able to get clear on the outside and ran her race.@ 
Cont. p2     Click for the brisnet.com chart or the
brisnet.com PPs. Video, sponsored by Taylor Made.
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P   R E S U L T S   P
Life Finds Southern California Air Sweet
   While racing in the East for trainer Bill Mott, Life is
Sweet became a J  “TDN Rising Star”  J with a nine-
length maiden win over the Belmont lawn in October
2007, but she had made just five starts since. She took
a Gulfstream turf allowance last winter before a fourth-

place effort in the GI
Ashland S. Back on the
turf, she ran second in
the Apr. 26 Calder Oaks
and had not been seen
since a runner-up effort in
the May 31 GII Sands
Point S. The Wygod
homebred was making
her first start for trainer
John Shirreffs in the El
Encino. AI think we got
her a little after Pomona

[last September], I=m not sure,@ Shirreffs said. AShe just
had regular training. She=s such a nice filly, she just
really came around well. Marty [Wygod] wanted to try
her out here, so he brought her out [from the East
Coast]. Santa Anita has such a nice program for
four-year-old fillies. The [Feb. 15 GII] La Canada would
be next [if she=s OK].@ Click for the brisnet.com chart, the
brisnet.com PPs or the free brisnet.com catalogue-style pedigree.
Video, sponsored by Taylor Made.

Sweets to Come
   Sweet Life has two as-yet unnamed offspring by the
pensioned Storm Cat; she has a two-year-old filly, as
well as a yearling filly by the super sire. She was bred
to A.P. Indy last year. Sweet Catomine=s first foal is a
three-year-old filly by A.P. Indy named Sweet
Thoughts. Sweet Thoughts has been working steadily
at Hollywood Park for her debut. Sweet Catomine=s
A.P. Indy foal died in 2007 and she was barren in
2008. She was bred to Unbridled=s Song last year.

Sunday, Gulfstream Park
FIRST LADY S.-GIII, $100,000, GPX, 1-18, 4yo/up,
f/m, 6f, 1:10 2/5, ft.
1--GAME FACE, 122, f, 4, by Menifee

1st Dam: Galleon of Gold, by Gone West
2nd Dam: Harbour Club, by Danzig
3rd Dam: Over Your Shoulder, by Graustark

   ($280,000 2yo >07 OBSMAR). O-Zabeel Racing
   International; B-Marilyn F Seltzer (KY); T-Todd A
   Pletcher; J-John R Velazquez; $60,000. Lifetime
   Record: GISP, 9-5-2-2, $353,834. Werk Nick Rating:
   A. Click for the eNicks report and 5-cross pedigree.
2--Any Limit, 122, m, 6, Limit Out--Clandestinely, by
   Forty Niner. O/B-Joseph V Shields Jr (KY); T-H Allen
   Jerkens; $20,000.
3--Slewfoundmoney, 120, m, 5, Seeking the Gold--
   Borodislew, by Seattle Slew. O-Live Oak Plantation;
   B-Live Oak Stud (KY); T-Martin D Wolfson; $10,000.
Margins: 2 3/4, 3/4, HD. Odds: 1.40, 3.20, 2.80.
Also Ran: Orinoquia, Saratoga Tango, Awsugahnow, J
Z Warrior. Scratched: Freedom Afleet.
   After winning the Old Hat last January, Game Face
was second behind Bsharpsonata (Pulpit) in the Mar. 2
GII Davona Dale S. before winning the May 3 GIII La
Troienne S. at Churchill Downs. She went to the side-
lines after running third in the GI Acorn S. in June and
returned to take a Nov. 15 Churchill allowance last time
out. AThere wasn=t anything specifically wrong with her
when we stopped on her after the Acorn last year, but
she had had a pretty steady campaign already by that
time,@ trainer Todd Pletcher said of the long layoff.
ANaturally, we=re glad to have her back and we=ll look at
the next one [GIII Hurricane Bertie on Feb. 15]. I think
this [sprinting] is her best game, and we=ll look at races
up to a mile for her.@ 

                                              

Wygod and Gomez Benoit

J Watch Out for “TDN  Rising Stars”  J 
Stars of tomorrow grabbing the spotlight today...
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